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For Immediate Release                                                                    26 July 2010
WALK AGAINST WARMING CALLS FOR REAL CLIMATE CHANGE ELECTION

Thousands of QUEENSLANDERS are now organizing to take to the streets on the last Sunday before the election, August 15th, to call for action on climate change echoing a call from business, economists, scientists and environmentalists dismayed at the lack of effective policy proposals during the election campaign.  

Thousands are expected to join this “Walk against warming” which will take place from 11am on Sunday 15 August, in the Brisbane CBD.

The peaceful walk will give people of all ages and backgrounds a chance to express their desire for meaningful and effective policies to reduce the effects of human-caused climate change.

“We don't need a citizens' assembly. The overwhelming majority of Australians want action NOW to slow climate change. We could make the transition to a clean economy totally powered by renewables by 2020. That would be a decisive step toward a sustainable future. There is no excuse for further inaction,” said Ian Lowe, President of the Australian Conservation Foundation and Head of Griffith University School of Science.
Latest figures from the US Government’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration show the world is currently experiencing its hottest period since records began in 1880.  

According to NOAA, the combined global land and ocean average surface temperature for June 2010 was the warmest on record at 16.2°C - 0.68°C above the 20th century average of 15.5°C.

Labor’s flagship policy announcement is a pledge to create a “citizens assembly” of 150 randomly selected Australians to talk about climate change and decide if and how to act. 

The announcement was greeted with derision by environmental groups. Greenpeace described the move as one of “spin, cowardice and inaction” and Australian Conservation Foundation said it was a slow way to address an urgent problem.

“The single most effective action the next Government can take is to put a price on carbon. That will make pollution more expensive and encourage clean and green industries and a healthy future for Queensland” Toby Hutcheon, Executive Director Queensland Conservation Council 
Last month, an Auspoll survey revealed that 79 per cent of Australians wanted to see a price on carbon pollution.  LNP leader Tony Abbott has said he would abolish any plans to put a price on carbon, claiming that major emerging economies such as China would never agree to one.

However, it has emerged in recent weeks that China now wants to introduce emissions trading before 2015. Europe and New Zealand have already introduced emissions trading schemes.

In the run-up to the election, the Australian Industry Group has warned that “substantial uncertainty over the timing and direction of climate policy is a serious barrier to investment in energy and other major industries across the economy”.

“We have seen hundreds of small and large companies’ line up to lose money trying to innovate in a policy vacuum.  Business is willing to produce clean tech and a healthier economy, consumers want those outcomes, and the government is just playing way too safe and is far behind its community.” Colman Ridge, organiser of the walk and founder of Greenfest. 

Organisers will also be giving away leaflets in packs of 50 to willing walkers who wish to campaign their home street in the last week of the election.  This action is expected to raise questions in over a 100 000 homes in South East Queensland about the importance of a price on pollution and why our leaders are not delivering effective policy. 

For more information about the Walkagainstwarming, go to

www.qccqld.org or

www.walkagainstwarming.com
FOR EDITORS

Toby Hutcheon 

Queensland Conservation Council 

Mobile:  0419 664 503

Ph: 3221 0188

Email: exec@qccqld.org.au

Colman Ridge 

Event Organizer / Owner & Founder Greenfest 

Ph:   0417 730 457 

Email:  colman@greenfest.com.au
Media Release








Queensland Conservation 166 Ann St, Brisbane, QLD 4000 


ABN: 89 717 887 219

Ph: 07 3221 0188    
Fax: 07 3229 7992

reception@qccqld.org.au       
www.qccqld.org.au 


